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“MOST BEAUTIFUL LOCOMOTIVE" - THE S.P. DAYLIGHT ENGINES 

Railfans, at least Western Railfans, generally agree 
that of all steam locomotives used in modern streamline 
service the Southern Pacific's Daylight-type 4-8-4's are 
by far the most beautiful. To these engines this issue 
is dedicated, 
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ABANDONMENT OF OREGON CITY INTERURBAN 
DENIED BY STATE UTILITIES COMMISSION 


On the ground that the com- 
bined freight and passenger busi- 
ness of the interurban lines of 
Portland Traction company 1s 
making money and that the 
communities along the line must 
have the service, Charles H. 
Heltzel, state utilities commis- 
sioner, Friday at Salem denied 
the company’s petition to aban- 
don passenger service on two 
routes. ; 

The company asked permis- 
sion to abandon passenger serv- 
ice between Portland and, Bell- 
rose and between Portland and 
Oregon City. It was the second 
effort to give up this business, 
which the company has contend- 
ed was losing money, and the 
second denial by the commis- 
sioner within two years. ‘ 

Representatives of communi- 
ties along the lines put up a bit- 
ter battle to save the service on 
the ground they depend on it 
and developments have been 
based on it. After the last effort, 
the company bought improved 
equipment and improved service 
in some respects. 


Heltzel declared in his decision 
that “this interurban has become 
an _jntegral part of the commu- 
nities which it serves and its 
abandonment would seriously 
disrupt their economy and devel- 
opment.” 
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He said the company contend- 
ed that in the past 21 months its 
out-of-pocket losses for the pas- 
senger interurban business have 
been $44,683. Actually, he said, 
after allowing for errors ana tor 
income taxes saved. the out-of- 
pocket losses were only $10,563. 


The commissioner also held 
that the company has “realized 
substantial net earnings annually 
from its combined interurban 
freight and passenger operations, 
even after deduction of annual 
passenger losses.” 

He also held “there would not 
be adequate public passenger 
transportation service for the 
use of patrons and communities 
in the areas served by the inter- 
urban in the event of abandon- 
ment. 


General Coxe, 
To Be a Cafe 


The steamer General Frank 
M. Coxe, one-time Army ferry 
and more recently a Bay cruise 
ship, has been sold to Stockton 
interests for a floating restau- 
rant, it was disclosed yesterday. 

The 33-year-old vessel has 
been purchased by Lloyd E. 
Bothwell and Sam Kamp- 
schmidt for $10,000. She al- 
ready is undergoing conversion 
at Stockton. 
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\N | The Yellow Jackets ... 


‘ e Ad 
‘ Beautiful Locomotives 





bc iene aalh « 


On the eve of complete diesel- 
ization of the remaining members 
of the Southern Pacific’s famous 
family of streamlined trains, the 


Coast Daylight, Starlight and 
Lark, it is appropriate that this 
article on the famed streamlined 
4-8-4’s be written by Ronald D. 
Fimrite of the Southern Pacific 
News Bureau 

It was written prior to 
the announcement of dieseliza- 
tion. Say what they may about 
efficiency, the diesels will never 
overwhelm us with nostalgia for 
the rails as have the beautiful 
“Daylight” engines since the day 
long ago that we mistook the 
sight from afar of the first one 
into San Francisco, the 4411 on 
the “Sunset Limited,” with the 
exclamation, “Look, they’ve got a 








built, for more than 17 years 
engines of this type have powered 
what are generally considered to 
be America’s most popular and 
beautiful passenger trains. Today 
all but one of the original engines 
are still in service. 

But as most creations of worth, 
these remarkable locomotives 
were products of years of plan- 
ning and labor. Their predeces- 
sors were ten 4-8-4 engines first 
built in 1930, a refinement of the 
earlier 4-8-2 type to permit an in- 
crease in the size of the firebox. 
With boiler pressure increased to 
250 pounds it was possible to re- 
duce the size of the cylinders. 

These improved 4-8-4’s were 
first designated as the GS or 
“Golden State” type and later re- 
designated as “General Service.” 


cY) reefer on the Sunset.”—Editor. In late 1935, Southern Pacific 
9 ai ; , . executives began formulating 
gy Since the March morning in pjans for a new, streamlined train 
oA 1937 when they began operations, {9 pe powered by the best locomo- 
xt few locomotives have achieved tives in the world. 
m iil! Ii such consistent fame as Southern Designing of new streamlined 
“4 sO Pacific’s streamlined 4400's. Dub- engines to pull this train was di- 
RM bed the world’s most powerful 





streamlined steam engines when 


rected jointly by the late George 
McCormick, General Superintend- 
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ent of Motive Power for Southern 
Pacific, and the late Frank E. 
Russell, Sr., S.P. Mechanical Engi- 
neer. These men collected every 
available photograph of stream- 
lined engines, conducted exhaus- 
tive research and finally con- 
ceived the distinctive lines so 
famous today. 

Essentially, the basic locomo- 
tive was the same as those built 
in 1930, with exception of the sky- 
line casing and smoke lifter on 
top of the boiler. It was in the 
streamlined skirting and the bril- 
liant coloring that the new loco- 
motive attained a form of mech- 
anical grace. The black, red and 
orange of these original engines 
provided a striking combination, 
and the streamlined casings and 
side skirting which blended into 
the pilot contributed to the con- 
notation of speed and beauty. 
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The GS-2’s could develop 4500 
horsepower at 55 miles an hour 
and had a top speed of 90 miles 
an hour, although 75 was the 
highest allowable operating speed. 

These steam engines were com- 
pleted in January 1937 and made 
their first run in front of the new 
“Daylight” passenger train on 
March 21 over a nine and three- 
quarter hour schedule between 
San Francisco and Los Angeles. 
By August 4 the new train had 
made railroad history by carry- 
ing its 100,000th passenger for an 
American record on a single-sec- 
tion train, a record it continued 
to hold. 

The first streamlined locomo- 
tives were numbered 4410 to 4415 
and were followed in November 
1937 by numbers 4416 to 4429 of 
the GS-3 class. In April and May 
of 1941, the GS-4’s, numbers 4430 
to 4449, appeared and in the per- 
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iod March to May 1942, numbers 
4450 to 4457 were built. Finally 
in June of 1942, the GS-5’s 4458 
and 4459 completed the cycle of 
the GS streamliners. Of these, 
only the 4414 has been authorized 
scrapped, a move not approved 
until November of 1954. 

These GS _ locomotives have 
averaged approximately 13,000 
miles per month since they were 
placed in service, although many 
have completed over 15,000 miles 
in particularly productive months. 
The last of this type of stream- 
liner, locomotives 4458 and 4459, 
which are roller bearing equip- 
ped, have already run in excess 
of one and a half million miles. 

With the advent of the diesel 
passenger locomotive, the stream- 
lined skirting has been removed 
from all the engines except num- 
bers 4448 to 4459, inclusive, these 





being retained for Southern Pa- 
cific’s fast freights and those ex- 
tra sections of first class passen- 
ger trains for which diesel power 
is not available. 


The years have wrought their 
customary change on the original 
engines, but the memory of their 
early runs can scarcely be mini- 
mized for those privileged to see 
the bolts of orange lightning 
which so flamboyantly raced over 
and through California’s hills 
and valleys. 

A notable achievement in loco- 
motive construction, they have 
become as familiar to traveling 
Californians as the palms, beaches 
and orange groves by which they 
pass. They remain today what 
they were from the first, the 
world’s most beautiful locomo- 
tives. 
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DEWX RUMOR DEPARTMENT 
"San Bernardino Sun" 
January 29, 1955 
South San Joaquin Valley towns 
think the Union Pacific plans to 
build a new line west along the 
northern border of San Bernardino 


County, through Indian Wells Val- 
ley near Inyokern and thence over 
the relatively low Walker Pass 
route into the San Joaquin. 

Such a line would pass near 
Trona where the American Potash 
& Chemical Corp. has its big 
plant. Unconfirmed rumors re- 
cently said AP&CC and UP offi- 
cials had engaged in preliminary 
discussion on the possibility of a 
UP line serving that area. 

OWN RAILROAD. 

AP&CC now operates its own 
railroad to connect the plant with 
Southern Pacific’s Owens Valley 
line. 

The projected line is supposed 
to leave the existing Salt Lake- 
Los Angeles main line either in 
the vicinity of Las Vegas or take 
off farther north from the Cali- 


ente-Pioche branch. It was from 
the latter point a half-century ago 
that the Union Pacific surveyed 
a route west to Ash Meadows and 
thence south across the Mojave 
Desert and down to Morongo to 
a projected junction with the 
Southern Pacific at Banning. 

The San Joaquin line rumor is 
but one of many concerning Un- 
ion Pacific expansion that have 
been current from time to time 
since the UP failed to obtain con- 
trol of the Central Pacific link of 
its Overland Route from Omaha 
to San Francisco in an all-out bat- 
tle with the Southern Pacific 
shortly before the outbreak of 
World War II. 


WP Studies Pigay 
Back Trailer Service 


The Western Pacific Railroad 
is considering the inauguration 
of piggy back truck trailer sery- 
ice with the trailer equipment 
to be owned and operated by the 
railroad... . 

M. M. Christy, assistant to the 
president in charge of researc 


said the company hopes to offer: 


shippers the service some tim4 
this year. 

He explained it would not be 
a service for trailers of common 
carrier truck lines but would be. 
handled entirely by the railroad. 


The last of the original freight 
engines which helped build the 
Western Pacific Railroad has 
been sold for scrap. 

Steam engine No. 63, last of 
45 of her kind delivered new 
to WP in 1909, put in 1,026,875 
miles hauling freight trains.and 
sometimes passenger trains all 
over the 1,200-mile WP system 
betweer. Oakland and Salt Lake 
City. 

Now she’s destined for the 
scrapper’s torch in’ South San 
Francisco. She will make her 
last trip from Stockton, dead 
in a freight train with her side 
rods down. 


Tidewater Southern Railway, 
which operates a freight serv- 
ice between Stockton and Tur- 
lock, is purchasing 25 all-steel, 
50-foot box cars. 

The board of directors of the 
line,‘ a subsidiary of Western 
Pacific Railroad Company, ap- 
proved a contract for the new 
equipment during its meeting 
in San Francisco this week. The 
cars will be delivered by mid- 
year by the Pullman Standard 
Car’ Manufacturing Company. 
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WP Orders 320 Freight Cars . 


Costing Over $2.7 Million 


The Western Pacific has ordered 250 
50-ft box cars from Pullman-Standard 
Car Manufacturing Company at a cost 
exceeding $2 million. The road also 
has ordered 50 new flat cars and 20 
special insulated box cars at a cost 
of $700,000. 

The box car order includes 50 cars 
with 8-ft doors, 100 double-door cars 
and 100 double-door cars equipped 
with Evans automobile loading devices. 
Twenty of the flat cars will have spe- 
cial bulkheads and hold-down devices 
for plasterboard loading; four will have 
hold-down and deck devices for load- 
ing automobile frames; and 10 will 
have hold-down devices for possible 
use in piggyback service. All the flats 
will be equipped with roller bearings. 

According to Pullman-Standard, the 
WP will become the first railroad to 
introduce a 50-ft insulated box car 
equipped with compartmentizer gates 
when it takes delivery of these 20 cars 
next summer. The cars will have re- 
frigerator-type flush doors, and_ will 
permit shipment of canned goods in 
even temperature ranges both summer 
and winter. The compartmentizer gates 
will provide protection against losses 
caused by impacts or shifts in lading. 

In addition to the revenue cars, WP 
directors on March 15 approved pur- 
chase of 35 new bay window cabooses 
costing $525,000. They will be equipped 
with electric lights and radio 


The first railroad  incor- 
porated in California—the Sac- 
jfamento, Auburn and Nevada 
Line—never was built. 


Union Pacifie.—Trackage Rights. 


|. —This road and its subsidiary, the 
| Oregon-Washington, 
/ ICC authority to operate over 20 miles 


have requested 
of the Milwaukee under trackage rights 
from Manito, Wash., to Plummer Junc- 
tion, Idaho. The UP and O-W also 
asked authority for the latter to con- 
struct and the former to operate over 
one mile of double track connecting the 
0-W and Milwaukee at Manito. 


Denver & Rio Grande Western. 
—tThe rail program for 1955 calls for 
replacement of 112-lb and 131-lb rail 
with new 115-lb rail at a number of 
different main-line locations. The work, 
involving an expenditure of $745,421, 
is scheduled for completion about July 
15. 

Other projects contemplated for 1955 
3), with their anticipated costs and 
completion dates, include: A _ diesel 
maintenance and repair shop at Roper, 
Utah ($296,403—December 31); cen- 
tralization of system car wheel shop 
facilities at Burnham (Denver) ($195,- 
233—December 15); replacement of 
open-deck trestles with deck-plate gir- 
der bridges with ballasted decks at 
MP 69.03 ($36,507—June 30) and at 
MP 71.07 ($35,957—July 31); siding 
extension at Woods Cross, Utah ($30,- 
257—July 1); installation of pneu- 
matic tube system between dispatcher’s 
office and East yard at Grand Junction, 
Colo. ($31,237—October 15); and con- 
struction of sanding facilities at Roper 
($40,242—October 15), and of addi- 
tional fueling facilities at Helper ($47,- 
380—October 1). 


FOUR all-welded cabooses 
were manufactured by the Rail & In- 
dustrial Equipment Co., Landisville, 
Pa., for the Nevada Northern. They 
are for use by the Kennecott Copper 
Corporation, Nevada Mines division, 
and were delivered in February. 


The Southern Pacific has order 
350 70-ton hopper cars from the Pull 
man-Standard Car Manufacturing Com- 
pany’s Butler, Pa., plant, at a cost 
exceeding $3 million. Delivery will be: 
made in June and July. ; 


Western Pacifie.—Company forces 
will replace 519 linear feet of timber 
lining in Tunnel No. 1 at Niles, Cal., 
with concrete lining, at an estimated 
cost of $211,000. Similar work is being 
undertaken near Belden and Keddie 
by the Utah Construction Company, 
Tunnel No. 22 near Belden involves: 
266 linear feet of lining replacement 
at a cost of $112,000; Tunnel No. 23 
at Belden, 1,163 linear feet, $473,000; . 
and Tunnel No. 33 near Keddie, 1,053 
linear feet, $432,000. 
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Published monthly by the Passenger 
Traffic Department of the Southern 
Pacific Company, San Francisco, Cali- 
fornia, in the interest of all S. P. peo- 
ple engaged directly or indirectly 
with railroad passenger traffic. 


6 MORE BUBBLE TOPS 
REPORTING FOR WORK 


If you’ve been holding your 
breath till more dome cars arrive, 
you may exhale now. Our second 
glass beanie burst out of our Sacra- 
mento shops March 18, started its 
shakedown cruise and will probably 
go to work on our Overland, run- 
ning between San Francisco and 
Ogden, sometime in April. 

What's more, it’s even bigger and 
better than our first dome. Bigger 
by close to 4 feet in overall length, 
better by 14 more seats inside, more 
luxurious coach seats upstairs, big- 
ger windows downstairs. 

Eliminating some of the behind- 
the-scenes space back of the bar 
made room for 20 seats in the 
spacious lounging-and-conversation 
area on the lower level, as against 
16 in the guinea pig model. On the 
upper terrace we squeezed in 38 
seats in the coach observation sec- 
tion, 10 more than before. They'll 
be more sumptuous, sofa-type seats 
too, and will of course be angled 
slightly outward toward the win- 
dows (easier on the neck muscles, 
and a little more private) . Add the 
20 lounge section seats, where drinks 
are served, on the upper terrace, 
and we have space for 78 in our 
newest bubble top. 

Good Looking 

On the lower terrace we’ve made 
the side picture windows larger, like 
our Shasta Daylight “skyviewers”, 
and raised the panel that joins them 
to the lofty glass ceiling. This gives 
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a Clearer wide-angle view all around 
and over, and an elegant feeling of 
space and air. 

Five more bubble tops will be 
right along, on these dates (we 
hope) : March 31, April 22, 29, May 
16, June 1. The rest of the litter will 
probably go to our Overland, San 
Joaquin Daylight and Shasta Day- 
light, in that order. The San Joa- 
quin will also have triple unit with 
2 hamburger grill-lounge cars, which 
should be in service by the time this 
is in print. On the Shasta, the new 
space helmet will replace that hand- 
some Timberline Tavern Car, which 
will go to the Coast Daylight. By 
WE STOPPED COUNTING Cub Scouts 
about the second day they invaded ow 
lines in January... just too darn 
many. For instance, in Sacramento we 
crossed our fingers and hoped that the 
660 Cubs necessary for the special train 
we had promised would sign up. By 
mid-month some 5000 requests had 
come in, and, the Sacramento Union 
noted with considerable amusement 
that one out of 5 tickets sold was for 
an adult, 

It all started when Cubs all over the 
nation decided to 
study transporta- 
tion for a month. ’ 
We were enchant. = aE. 
ed to have them Loescome 
study SP, showed 
thousands and thousands of them 
through our plants, ran movies for 
them, gave them short rides and sent 
them off clutching a special booklet 
which the Public -Relations Dept. had 
printed. 

A typical operation was that at San 
Jose, where we put together a special 
“sample” train (Daylight engine with 
ramps leading into it, streamlined 
Shasta car, darkened coach for movies, 
switch engine and caboose loaded with 
literature from SP and the Central 
Coast Railway Club, which sponsored 
the exhibition). Everybody got a ride 
on the turntable (railroad-style merry- 
go-round), after which each one was 
allowed to blow the whistle. 
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{T'S THAT TIME AGAIN, when we 


hock an hour, to be redeemed 12:01 


AM Sept. 25. When Daylight Saving 
Time goes into effect at 12:01 AM 
April 24 in California and probably 
Nevada, and those states move their 
alarm clocks ahead one hour, there'll 
be a few upheavals in SP train sched- 
ules. 

Coast Daylight will carry a through 
car, cutting in and out at San Jose, for 
the convenience of San Francisco Pen- 
insula patrons. Southbound it will 
move on Train 110, which will become 
a daily train; northbound it will latch 
onto Train 151, as follows: 

#110 #151 
6:05 AM Lv San Francisco Ar 5:50PM 
7:40 AM Ar San Jose Lv 4:20PM 
rhe through car will of course handle 
all those intermediate “commute” 
stops on the Peninsula, a real break 
for those passengers who otherwise 
would have to transfer their baggage 
to another train. 

In general, trains within California 
will move their schedules ahead one 
hour to match the passenger’s watch 
time. However the Owl is an excep- 
tion. #57 will leave Los Angeles 6 PM 
instead of 5:50 PM, only 10 minutes 
change by Standard Time. This way, 


passengers who change from #57 to” 


#10 at Oakland 16th St. don’t have 
that extra long layover they would if 
we moved #57 ahead a full hour. 
#58 also keeps its same schedule. 

Golden State #3 will shorten its 
schedule by 30 minutes, arriving Los 
\ngeles 7 AM, and will connect with 
#99. 

San Joaquin Daylight will run on 
this schedule: 

#52 #51 
6:45 AM Lv San Francisco Ar 7:20PM 
7:05 PM Ar Los Angeles Lv 6:55 AM 

This means that ‘Train 54 (Sacra- 

mento section of #52) will connect 
at Sacramento with #101. 
NEW FERRY. SP’s Oakland-San Fran- 
cisco ferryboat fleet got a beautiful 
new recruit in January, the San Lean- 
dro. She replaces the Sacramento 
which is getting a bit elderly. 
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COAST GETS NEW CARS. Our Coast 
Daylight is strutting between San 
Francisco and Los Angeles these days 
with 3 new Shasta Daylight-type chair 
cars in its regular consist. They have 
huge Skyview picture windows, reclin- 
ing seats with adjustable headrests, au- 
tomatic “Feathertouch” doors and 
electrically controlled ‘no draft” ven- 
tilation and heating, like on our 
Shasta Daylight. The 6 new cars (2352 
to 2357), operate as line cars 8-9-10 on 
both No. 98 & 99. Just in time to give 
a wide-angle view of the spring flowers. 


Which reminds us that the front 
page item we ran last month to the 
effect that all our streamliners are now 
dieselized was just a shade premature. 
Although the San Joaquin Daylight is 
hauled by diesel between Los Angeles 
and Bakersfield for the time being, it 
still uses steam Bakersfield-San Fran- 
cisco. So if you’re sentimental about 


the old puffers, here’s your last chance 
to ride in streamlined comfort behind 
a romantic steam engine. 


LARK ON THE LOOSE? No, that’s 
our dashing Del Monte, which recent- 
ly got all duded up in a new two-tone 
gray paint job, same as our Lark. What 
with air-conditioned chair and parlor 
cars and a diesel engine up front, it’s 
giving our Daylight some competition 
for San Franciscans lucky enough to 
be heading for Monterey. And vice 
versa. 


TIGHT SKIRTS may be worn with im- 
punity by SF Peninsulites when we 
complete a remodeling job we just 
started on 75 of our commute coaches. 
As they check in at the shops, we'll 
outfit them with 4 steps, the bottom 
one being 5 inches closer to the ground 
than before. Seems some of our low 
slung commuters of both sexes have 
complained off and on that they're not 
quite so high-stepping as we think 
they are. 
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‘“PIGGYBACK’’ SERVICE EXPANDED 


OUTHERN PACIFIC, pioneer in 

piggyback railroading in the West 
and Southwest, last month announced 
a new fast freight train, The Pacific 
Coast Expediter, that will extend its 
trailer-flatcar operations between the 
San Francisco-Oakland-Sacramento areas 
and the Pacific Nort&west for the first 
time. 


The new fast-freight, which will move 
railroad-owned highway trailer units at 
passenger train speeds and at rates com- 
petitive with highway carriers, went into 
service January 31. 


Offering door-to-door service to ship- 
pers, the new piggyback operation will 
provide second morning delivery be- 
tween the San Francisco Bay area and 
points served by Southern Pacific in 
Oregon; also Seattle, Tacoma and inter- 
mediate points in Washington. 

Connecting with Southern Pacific’s 
swift Coast Line Overnight freights, 
the Expediter will provide Southern 
California shippers with third morning 
deliveries to and from the Northwest. 


Both less-than-carload and carload 
trailer-flatcar shipments will be handled. 
In Southern Pacific territory the service 


NP to By-pass 
Homestake Tunnel 
A 3,440-ft line change scheduled for 


completion about November 1 will en- 
able the Northern Pacific to by-pass 
historic Homestake tunnel near Butte, 
Mont. 

A contract for grading the new line 
has been awarded to the Albert La- 
Londe Company, Sidney, Mont. NP 
forces will handle track laying, which 
will start sometime after September 
30, when the grading is scheduled for 
completion. The 680-ft tunnel, since 
1890 the NP’s point of crossing the 
Continental Divide, will be abandoned. 
The new line will be about 300 ft 
south of the tunnel and will cross the 
divide at about the same altitude 
(6.328 ft). The change will cost ap- 
proximately $460,000. 


will be operated in conjunction with 
Pacific Motor Trucking Company. Con- 
necting carriers at Portland will be 
Northern Pacific Railway, Union Pacific 
Railroad and Great Northern Railway. 

Southern Pacific already has similar 
operations underway between the San 
Francisco Bay area and Los Angeles; 
between the Bay Area and points in 
Nevada, Utah, Idaho, Wyoming and 
Eastern Oregon; between Los Angeles 
and the Phoenix, Yuma and Tucson, 
Arizona areas; and between points on 
Southern Pacific lines in Texas and 
Louisiana. 


GN-SP Pool Piggyback 


The Great Northern has received 1\ 


24-ft trailer units for use in its recently} 


inaugurated piggyback service between 


‘Seattle, Tacoma and Portland and San 


Francisco and Los Angeles area point: 
on the Southern Pacific. The two roads 


.have entered a tariff agreement for in 


terchange at Portland and the service 
is conducted with equipment pooled 
among participating road: Local serv. 
ice between Seattle, Tacoma and Port 
land also has been established by the 
GN. 

First traffic over a new branch line 
of Southern Pacific near Mojave to the 
new plant site of California Portland 
Cement Company moved January 27. 
The first carload over the 1114-mile 
railroad had a “carrying coals to New: 
castle” twist, as it consisted of cement 
from California Portland’s Colton plant 
to be used in constructing the new plant 
at Creal, just west of Mojave. 

The line was constructed under direc- 
tion of J. S. McCauley, division engineer, 
San Joaquin Division. It crosses three 
bridges, including a 60-foot steel span 
over the Los Angeles Aqueduct. 


The Pacifie (Ferrocarril del Paci 
fico), reportedly plans to purchas 


about 400 complete turnouts for 100-9 
rail, according to Foreign Commer > 


Weekly. Additional information is ob 
tainable from the railroad at Guads 
lajara, state of Jalisco, Mexico. 
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Great Northern Completes 
Main Line Radio 


End-to-end radio communication is 
now in service on all through freight 
trains on the Great Northern’s 1,765- 
mile main line between Minneapolis 
and Seattle. 

Forty-six wayside radio stations are 
now in service on more than 60 per 
cent of the main line between Minne- 
apolis and Havre, Mont., and between 
Wenatchee, Wash., and Seattle. Thirty 
wayside radio stations between Havre 
and Wenatchee are being installed this 
year. Thus by the end of 1955 end-to- 
end and train-to-wayside radio com- 
munications will be in service on 
through freight trains on the GN main 
line between Minneapolis and Seattle. 

Electric locomotives used between 
Wenatchee and Skykomish, Wash., are 
radio equipped as are two ditching 
machines used on the Cascade division. 
Hillyard at Spokane, Wash., and the 
ore yards and docks at Superior, Wis., 
were radio equipped in 1954, Road 
train and wayside radio was installed 
in 1953 on the iron ore route between 
Northern Minnesota mines and Sure- 
rior. 

In the future radio installations are 
to be made on the railway’s coast line 
between Everett, Wash., and Van- 
couver, B. C., with wayside stations at 
Burlington and New Westminster. In- 
terbay yard at Seattle is a'so to be 
radio equipped. 





Great Northern. — Megar Bro- 
thers, St. Cloud, Minn., ae hendie 
grading and drainage work on the 
new $6-million classification yard at 
Minot, N.D. Roel Construction Com- 
pany, Fargo, will build the freighthouse 
and transfer platform, car repair shop, 
yard office and control tower, a hump 
yardmaster’s office buildings, and loco- 
Motive inspection pits. The GN now 
estimates that the yard project, which 
gets under way this month, will re- 
quire 18 months for completion. 
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Santa Fe-Southern Pacific.—The 
ICC, with Chairman Mitchell dissent- 
ing, has overruled motions of these 
roads to dismiss an application by the 
city of Fresno, Cal., seeking a certifi- 
cate of convenience and necessity per- 
mitting abandonment of the Santa Fe’s 
main line into the city. The roads con- 
tended that the commission had no 
jurisdiction to entertain the Fresno 
application because, as a plan to con- 
solidate railroad facilities, the proposal 
could properly have been initiated only 
by the roads themselves. Mr. Mitchell’s 
dissent supported this viewpoint. The 
commission majority, however, differ- 
entiated between railroad mergers or 
consolidations and acquisition and joint 
use of track and terminal facilities. 

‘The Fresno plan would eliminate 
32 grade crossings and the SF Tulare 
Street passenger station. The plan, in- 
volving construction of a new union’ 
station and trackage rights for the SF 
over the SP, would cost an estimated. 
$12 million, the commission reported., 
The commission order keeps the pro- 
ceeding open for consideration of the 
application on its merits. 


Tillamook Airport Commission. 
—Switching Operation—The ICC has 
authorized the Tillamook County (Ore.) 
Naval Airport Commission to operate 
an existing 4.4-mile line of railroad 
located at Tillamook on the site of a 
former naval air station now leased to 
Tillamook county. The line provides 
switching service to industries located 
on the property and connects with the 
Southern Pacific. 


Northern Pacific.—A 114-mile line 
change near Clark’s Fork, Idaho, will 
cost $1.3 million. A major part of the 
project will be the construction, over 
Clark Fork river, of a bridge consisting 
of 10 100-ft and two 75-ft deck-plate 
girder spans on concrete piers sup- 
ported by steel bearing piles. A con- 
tract for the bridge substructure has 
been awarded to Sather & Sons, Yard- 
ley, Wash. Contracts for grading and 
superstructure will be awarded later. 
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SANTA FE ORDERS 47 
MORE HIGH-LEVEL CARS 


The Santa Fe has ordered 47 more 
high-level passenger cars from the 
Budd Company—enough to equip 
completely the road’s_all-chair-car 
train, “El Capitan.” The order in- 
cludes 35 chair cars, six diners and 
six dome cars. Cost was not revealed. 
Delivery will be completed by mid- 
1956. 





GN Will Build New Yard 
At Minot, N. D., Soon 


About April 15, or as soon there- 
after as the weather permits, the Great 
Northern will start construction of a 
new $6 million freight classification 
yard at Minot, N.D. Located just east 
of the city, the new yard will cover 
an area of about 470 acres to the 
north of the present main line. 


Pacific Electric. Trackage 
Rights——This road has applied to the 
ICC for trackage rights over 37.1 miles 
of the Southern Pacific between Los 
Nietos, Cal., and Dyer in order to 
permit abandonment of freight opera- 
tions through the business section of 
Santa Ana. 


Southern Pacific.—Merger of Sub- 

sidiaries.—The ICC has found the pro- 
posed merger of several SP subsidi- 
aries to be in the public interest. Au- 
thorization for the merger was with- 
held, however, pending approval by 
stockholders at their regular meeting 
May 11. The plan contemplates merger 
of the Arizona Eastern, the El Paso & 
Rock Island and the El Paso & South- 
western into the SP Railroad Company, 
and then merger of the latter and the 
Dawson into the SP Company. 
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Abandonments 


COLORADO & SOUTHERN.—To abandon its 
4.9-mile Berwind branch, from Ludlow, Colo,, 
to Bear Canon. 


MONTANA, WYOMING & SOUTHERN. — To 
abandon its entire line totaling 32 miles from 
Bridger, Mont., to Washoe. The Northern Pacific 
was authorized to abandon operation over 12 
miles of the MW&S from Bridger to Belfry. 


NORTHERN PACIFIC.—To abandon operation 
over 0.55 miles of the Oregon Short Line at the 
Tramway Mine of the Anaconda Copper Com. 
pany at Butte, Mont. The segment itself is also 
to be abandoned by the Short Line. 





The Denver & Rio Grande West. 
ern has ordered from the Electro. 
Motive Division of General Motors 
Corporation 18 diesel-electric locomo- 
tive units, as follows: Two 1,750-hp 
“A” units, type F-9; four 1,750-hp 
“B” units, type F-9; and 12 1,750-hp 
road-switchers, type GP-9. Total esti- 
mated cost of the 18 units, which are 
scheduled for delivery in July and 
August, is approximately $3.200,000. 


Spokane, Portland & Seattle.— 
Due to construction of the Dalles dam 
in the Columbia river, some 14 miles 
of line will be relocated in the vicinity 
of Northdalles, Wash., by the federal 
government. A $2.4 million contract 
has been awarded for this work to the 
Morrison-Knudsen Company calling for 
completion in 600 working days. 

Contracts have not yet been let on 
a bridge filling job involving some 
87,000 cu yd of fill material, 550 linear 
feet of corrugated metal pile and 9 
acres of clearing. The work has been 


ee citi 





estimated to cost around $69,000 and| 
should be completed about September 
i. 


Sacramento Northern.—Trackag 
Rights—The ICC has authorized this 
road to modify its trackage rights 
agreement with the Western Pacific a! 
Sacramento in connection with abar 
donment of a 400-ft spur from the 
SN’s Haggin yard to make way for 
expansion of an industrial plant . Ap 
proved simultaneously was construction 
of a 1,000-ft spur. 
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TRAVEL TOWN RAILWAY MAKES FIRST TRIP 

The narrow gauge equipment from the Oahu Railway now at 
Travel Town made its initial run over some three-fourths of 
a mile of 3-foot gauge track on March Ist, Oahu engine 85 
headed the train over the trackage which parallels the Los 
Angeles river east of Travel Town and ends near the River- 
side Drive bridge. The regular operations started April 
16 with passengers at 20¢ per head. The railroad was con- 
structed by the park department and train crews are former 
railroad employees. Official name is the “Crystal Springs 
& Southwestern Railway". - first day photo by Jerry Best. 


PACIFIC LUMBER GOES DIESEL 

The Pacific Lumber Company has received three new diesel 
electric locomotives and steam engines 27, 29 and 30, all 
2-6-2's have been retired. 


ANN & MARY GETS ANOTHER DIESEL 

The Arcata & Mad River Railroad has purchased a 70-ton 
Whitcomb diesel formerly Hyman-Michaels #7 and originally 
U.S. Navy. It has becn numbered 103 on the A&MR and it is 
likely that the #7 (shay) and #12 (2-6-6-2T) will be retir- 
ed. 


HOBART #5 RUNS AGAIN 

Old #5 built by Baldwin in 1875 which once saw service 
on the narrow gauge line of the Hobart Estate Company near 
Truckee is running agan on the Warner Bros lot in Holly- 
wood, Plans call for an old time station and sufficient 
trackage for snappy entrances and exits. Historian Jerry 
Best is working with the art department on restoration. 

Editor's Note: Wood that some of the other historic 
engines in Southern California could have received authentic 
restorations instead of the caricatures of stacks and head 
lights and circus-type paint jobs they now carry---Knotts 
is among the worst offenders, 
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Cable Car Is San Francisco Heritage 


City Should Continue Remaining Cable Street Railroads, First Devel- 
oped Here, Used Throughout the World, and Now Only in Opera- 
tion in this City. 


VisitorsBuy 
Cable Cars 


Out of S. F. Bids 
Get 9 of 10 


To the click of TV cameras 
and the whir of radio tape re- 
corders, the city got rid of nine 
surplus cable cars late yester- 
and expected to move the 

as soon as a three-way tie 
over the bid can be resolved. 
Four to Anaheim 

The top bid was $5500 for four 
‘of the little cars, made by Ms». 
and Mrs. Kenneth Reafsnyder, 
owners of Knott’s Berry Farm 
and Ghost Town near Angheim. 

The couple said they'll electri- 
fy the cars and run them from 
their restaurant parking lot to 
the “ghost town” as an addition- 
a! tourist attraction. 

In a crowded City Hall com- 
mittee room, the Raefsnyders’ 
first bid of $3040 for two of the 
“ears brought a gasp from the 
,audience. Then they bid $1310 
¢for their third car and $1150 
‘tr the fourth. 

From then on, the bids dropped 
sharply, but stayed above the 
$310 peak at last year’s sale. 

Next car went for $801 to 
Steve's Cable Car Room, a Ta- 
eoma restaurant in which the 
— have entrances like the 
ront of a cable car. 

Daffodil Festival Role 

Steve Pease, the restaurant 
operator, said his newly acquired 
vear will make its first public 
appearance in Tacoma at the 
April daffodil festival, decked 
with daffodil blooms. 

Frank Martinelli, former owner 
of the old Bal Tabarin here and 
pew owner of the Adobe Creek 
Lodge, near Los Altos, bought 
the next one for $650. 

He said he'll motorize the 
cer and run it through his 

resort as a slow-speed chil- 
dren's ride. 

Harold Wilmunder, a Sacra- 
mento neon sign manufacturer, 
bought the seventh car for $521 
and said he'll operate it on a 
ranch he owns at Roseville. 

Harold Warp, Chicago manu- 
facturer, was the next success- 
ful bidder, at $455, and said his 
car will end its days as an ex- 
hibit in a transportation museum 
he maintains at Linden, Neb 

F. L. Botsford, of San Fran- 
cisco, got the ninth car for $450. 
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Three Bids Tied 

Tied at $400 for the 10th car 
were Fred N. Woods, of Wood- 
side, who already has a collec- 
tion of old fire engines; Jack 
McBride, a former deputy city 
attorney, and the Tidewater-As- 
sociated Oil Co. The tie probably 
will be broken in favor of the 
bid that arrived first. 

Out of more than 200 inquiries, 
Purchaser Harold Jones’ office 
got 32 firm bids by yesterday. 

For those who were outbid 
yesterday, Jones held out the 
hope of better luck this fall 
when another 10 surplus cars 
will be auctioned off. 

They were held back from the 
current sale, he said, “because 
we didn’t want to glut the 
market.” 
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Cable Car Festival ] 
By Hosea Blair i 

I see that the mayor is putting 
on a Cable Car Festival, headed 
by the same group who tricked 
the people by misrepresentations 
to get rid of them, when the vot- 
ers thought they were keeping 
them. At the same time he is 
softening them up for buses on 
Powell-st. The Powell cable line 
is the only line left that has not 
been attacked by the PUC as yet. 
This present administration will 
go down in history as the wreck- 


! ers of San Francisco’s beloved 





Most of the successful bidders 
for the 10 surplus cable cars sold 
by the city yesterday will use 
them as promotional adornments 
in their business enterprises. But 
not young Hal Wilmunder of 
Roseville, near Sacramento. 

He's a locomotive fireman 
for the Southern Pacific who 
works and plays at railroad- 
ing. When he isn’t riding in the 
cab for the S. P. he operates 
his own railroad—as a hobby. 
Several years ago Wilmunder 

bought a 60-acre ranch near 
Roseville, laid down a 3-foot 
gauge track, and began collect- 
ing railroad equipment. Right 
now his assorted items include 
four locomotive engines, the old- 
est an 1889 wood-burner. All are 
in good running order. 

“T hope my wife takes kindly 
to this cable car,” he said yes- 
terday as his check for $521 
went into the city coffers. “I 
had a little difficulty every 
time I bought a new locomo- 
tive or flat car. Boy, have I a 
plan in mind. I'm going to 
build a replica of the old 
Land’s End steam railroad by 
attaching this cable car to one 
of my locomotives. 


PUC Guilty 
In Cable Car 
Election Suit 


The Public Utilities Commis- 
sion “ran afoul of the law” in 
its energetic election campaign 
against cable cars last year, Su- 
perior Judge Daniel R. Shoe- 
maker ruled yesterday. 

And he ordered Utilities Mgr. 
James H. Turner and David 
Jones, the PUC “director of pub- 
lic service,’ to pay back to the 
city the $1666 that Jones was 
Paid for two months. 

During these two months, 
Judge Shoemaker ruled, Jones 
was illegally engaged in direc- 
ting a political campaign on be- 
half of the PUC. 

No matter how desirable it 
might seem to them “to have 
somebody going out and organiz- 
ing things and producing results 
... they ran afoul of the law and 
have no right to do so.” 
~ “Jones felt it was his duty to 
accomplish these things,” the 
judge went on. But, “it was not 
in his capacity to go out and or- 
ganize and conduct a campaign 


As for Jones’ boss: 

“I gather that Turner was 
fully cognizant (of what Jones 

was doing) and felt he had a 
right to expect (Jones to do 
these igs) but I think the 
law does not permit this.” 

In addition to ordering the de- 
fendants to pay back Jones’ 
salary, Judge Shoemaker 

ordered them to pay Lowenthal 
and his collegue, Karl Lyons, 
$15000 attorneys’ fees. 

Lowenthal said his primary 
interest in pursuing the suit was 
to establish the “good govern- 
ment” principle that city offi- 
cials may not engage in cam- 
paigns to influence votes. 

Election Kesult Stands 


Mrs. Hans Klussmann, head 
of the ‘Save the Cable Cars 
Committee, expressed hope 
that the ruling might lead to 
invalidating the election. 

But Lowenthal said that, un- 
fortunately, the law states that 
even fraud and gross misrepre- 
sentation by city officials is not 
grounds for invalidation. 

Judge Shoemaker did not give 
judgment against the commis- 
sioners, but said he would rule 
on that point later, possibly to 
day. 
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Tube Under Bay Proposed For Rapid Transit 





TREASUPE ISLAND 
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An underwater tube from 
the foot of Washington 
Street in San Francisco to 
the vicinity of the old Key 
System mole in Oakland has 
been tentatively recommend- 
ed as a central unit in the 
projected Bay area rapid 
transit system, 

The tube would be designed 
exclusively for electrically pro- 
pelled rapid transit facilities, 
so that ventilating towers would 
be unnecessary, and would re- 
place the existing Bay Bridge 
rail system, 


Navy Plan, Too— 

The recommendation for its 
construction has been presented 
to several members of the Bay 
Area Transit Commission by 
the New York engineering 
of Parsons, Brinckerhoff, Hall 
and McDonald, which was re- 
tained in 1953 to develop a rapid 
transit plan for the nine Bay 
area counties. 

Such a tube also was recom- 
mended by a joint Army-Navy 
board in 1947 as a project for 
future planning. This was the 
board that proposed the sou- 
thern bay crossing, which still 
is in the planning stage and 
which will not imclude rapid 
transit facilities, 

Cost estimates and engineer- 
ing details for the new tube 
proposal have not been com- 
pleted. 

S. F. Terminal—— 

One source noted that the en- 
gineering firm has not yet 
reached the point of recom- 
mending a specific firm of 
transit for the proposed tube. 
The possibilities could thus in- 
clude anything from conven- 
tional subway cars to electric 
buses, or even monorail, 

The San Francisco terminus 
would be linked to another rapid 
transit unit — which could be 
either elevated, surface or under- 
ground—at the foot of Wash- 
ington Street. 
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$7 000,000 Bonds 
For Muni Asked by PUC 


The Public Utilities Commis- 
sion r 
ly yesterday the passage of a 
$7,000,000 bond issue to mod- 
ernize San Francisco's Munici- 
pal Railway. 

The money would buy 
smooth-riding, new streetcars 
and send obsolete ones to the 
junkyard. It would pay for 
stringing new electric trolley 
coach wires, installing new coin 
collecting machines, replacing 
the iron monsters on Geary 
street with trolley buses, and 
rerouting several lines. 
NOVEMBER BALLOT 

The voters will be asked to 
approve the bond issue next 
November if the Public Util- 
ities. Commission’s recommen- 
dation is endorsed by the Board 
of Supervisors. It will also be 
Studied by the Mayor's bond 
screening committee, a group 
o financiers and business lead- 
ers which reviews all city bond 
issue proposals. 

The Muni has been talking 
of such a bond issue for 
months. Last July, Charles D. 
Miller, manager of the profit- 
less railway, submitted a list 
of nearly $10,000,000 in needed 
improvements to the Parking 
and Transit Council for its 
approval. 





Major deletions were $1,603,- 
000 to buy new diesel-powered 
buses and‘$700,000 to remove 
streetcar tracks on Geary 
street. The city is planning to 
lease the buses instead of buy- 
ing them, and the Muni hopes 
the track removal job will be 
done by the Department of 
Public Works as part of its 
forthcoming improvements to 
make Geary street an express- 
way west of Van Ness avenue. 
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PROPOSALS LISTED 

Included in the bond issue 
suggestions: 

$2,174,700 to replace 46 old 
streetcars on the K (Ingleside), 
L (Taraval), M (Ocean View) 
and N (Judah) lines with new 
one-man operated cars. 

$1,404,700 to replace 32 old 
streetcars on thé B and C 
(Geary) lines with 43 new elec- 
tric trolley buses. 

94,900 to replace 13 old 
streetcars on the J (Church) 
line with new one-man cars. 

$752,600 to change the 55 
(Sacramento) bus line to trol- 
ley coach operation on either 
Clay-Sacramento or on Califor 
nia streets. 


New Marin-S. F. 
Span Study Asked 


Sacramento, March 11.—John 
F. McCarthy (R., San Rafael) to- 
day said he will-introduce a bill 
asking for a study of a new trans- 
Bay bridge linking San Fran- 
cisco and rapidly growing Marin 
County. 

MeCarthy says he has in mind 
a structure from between the 
foot of Van Ness-av and the 
Ferry Building to 4n anchor on 
Angel Island, thence to the Tib- 
uron Peninsula. 

He wants the study to include 
the feasibility of includit rapid 
transit as well as @uto facilities 

Rapid Transit 

“Inclusion of rapid transit is, 
in my opinion, one of the most 
important features of such a 
project,” the Marin senator 
Stated. 








4O ALISHSAINN 


STA 
I 


, 
J 


NWOT 


SANIONG LSWG 


AUVHEIT NOILVLYOGSNVUL 


OhT& 


Ao 
i id 


"a 


“paozUBrENd S| YoTyM J0z B3eysod 


Zune3s ‘1apues 


LSOd NUNLay 


Od Paseatiepun 31 


‘uosee1 


4yn0u NOSVau ANV 
GagLNVuvnd FV. 


‘Lyse WUOd UO 


‘HaELSVWLSOd 





899 XO@ ‘O ‘d 


VINUOJITVD ‘OZLVW NYS 


Japeorpey Uslajsay By] 


are being furnished by the Internation 








‘dITWO ‘OJLVW NYS 
OL “ON sTuz08g 


aqiwd 


ZOVis0d ‘s ‘nN 
“UH PUP "Ty “Gy ‘99'bE ‘29g 











UP Locomotive, Car Orde 
Total Nearly $19 Million 


Orders for 1,000 freight cars and 5f 
diesel units have been placed by thd 
Union Pacific at a cost of about $18, Fc 
953,000. 

The road ordered 30 2,400-hp pad 
senger units from the Electro-Motivd 
Division of General Motors Corpora = 
tion and 20 1,000-hp switchers from 
the American Locomotive Company 
The 50 units will cost approximately 
$9,915,000. 

All the cars were ordered from the 
company shops at Omaha. First to k 
built will be 100 50-ton insulated bo 
cars, to be followed by 100 cabooses 
200 50-ton box cars with 15-ft door 
ways, 300 stock cars with metal slats) 
and 300 50-ton flat cars. All are sched 
uled for completjon this year. Under 
frames for the insulated box cars, th 
200 wide-door box cars, and the cf 
booses, as well as underframes ani’ 
other components for the stock ue 


ett, ati 


Steel Company. 


MANY EXCURSIONS 


May 28-29-30—CNRHS and PCC R&L 
HS—Klamath Falls weekend. 

June 12—BAERA—Key System using 
club-owned equipment. 

July 2-3-4—CCRC—Gold Spike Cele- 
bration of Burney Extension of Mc- 
Cloud River Railroad. 

July 24—Joint annual Big Trees pic- 
nic train. 

Bay Area Electric Railroad Associa- 
tion meets on the first Friday of the 
month at the Hotel Shattuck, Shattuck 
and Allston Way, Berkeley. , 

California-Nevada Railroad His-oric:! 
Society meets the third Tuesday of the 
month at the Lakeview Branch Library 
Grand and Lakeshore, Oakland. 

Northern California Railroad Club 
meets the third Thursday of the month 
in a coach at the SP’s Third and Town- 
send depot, San Francisco. 

Central Coast Railway Club meets 
the third Friday of each month in the 
Eastside San Jose Publ’c Library, 23rd I 
and E. Santa Clara Sts., San Jose. | r 

Pacific Coast Chapter of Reilway & 
Locomotive Historical Scc.ety meets the 
fourth Friday of each month in room 
360, 220 Bush St., San Francisco. — 

All meetings convene at 7:30-5:0 
p.m., and visitors are always welcom' 
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